Limitations in the use of attachments in a Mediterranean population.
It has been asserted that the average height of natural teeth in Mediterranean Latin populations is relatively short and that these teeth are of insufficient size to host standard attachments manufactured by different companies. The occlusogingival height of 159 potential abutment teeth from 50 Spanish patients was measured and compared to the sizes of intracoronal and extracoronal attachments available from one manufacturer. Twenty-one abutments (13% of the sample) were smaller than the smallest intracoronal attachment available. Eighty-seven percent of the abutments in the sample would have allowed the use of an attachment. However, only 11% of the sample would have allowed the use of a large intracoronal or medium extracoronal attachment, and none would have been able to host a large extracoronal attachment. In addition, 35% of the sample could only have accepted a small intracoronal attachment. In such cases, the capacity for retention would have to be carefully evaluated.